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ROYAL PATRONAGE, 


We always feel gratified to hear it reported 
and ratified that Her Majesty attended such 
and such a theatre last night, and we are 
still more gratified when the choice of the 
theatre she visits is diversified : it has been 
duly reported that Her Majesty has been to 
the Olympic. Good! We hope the fact 
may be the means of raising that little 
theatre yet higher in the public estimation 
—as high as Olympus if it may. Her 
Majesty, then, has seen Mr. Alfred Wigan’s 
company, and a compact one it is, and we 
trust that the issue of their endeavours will 
be, that Her Majesty will be induced again 
to let Royalty visit Wych Street in the 
Strand; for after Elizabeth, it is some time 
since the attic superiority of Royalty 
sniffed the air of that neighbourhood. 

At the good news, the Critical Porcupine 
of the Theatrical press lays ventre a terre, 
raises his quills, and fires some crookedly 
at his old enemy in Oxford Street. Some 
of the patronage is withdrawn from the 
favoured one—we may imagine him to have 
said, pen in hand—and while the public 
have that fresh in their memory I will let fly 
a quill in his side, and may.it stick in his 
gizzard! So, so! Now we look upon Her 
Majesty’s patronage of the Olympic Theatre 
in a somewhat different light to what this 
quaint Critic does. He makes it out that 
whenever it was found necessary to punish 
the royal children they were taken to the 
Princess’s to see Mr. Charles Kean in 
tragedy, and if this is not a “ whopper ” we 
may join chorus with our Quixotic contem- 








porary (who so illumines® the theatre) that 
that being found of no avail in mending 
their behaviour they are now to be taken to 
the Olympic to see Mr, Alfred Wigan in 
comedy!!!! Now this, we think, is an 
absurd conclusion to come to, ifit is surmised 
that it will tend towards strengthening the 
published dislike of the Editor of Lloyd's, 
and further, making it known to the public. 
What say our readers? For it so seems t.. 
us, with consistency, that, judging from the 
numerical quantities of time, that it has been 
reported “ the Queen and Royal party at-. 
tended the Princess’s Theatre last night,"’ 
&c.—that the younger branches of the 
royal family (if they always attended) were 
excessively and always naughty for the mere 
desire of going to see Mr. Charles Kean iv 
tragedy, else, would they not have thrust 
their thumbs into their mouths, looked as 
mute as maggots, and have been as quict 
as fishes, for the very purpose of avoidin:; 
the inquisitorial purgatory which the Editor 
of Lloyd’s seem to attack as a necessary 
consequence when you see Mr. Charles 
Kean in tragedy. “ Lo! This spirit troubles 
me!” And if tragedy tended to make them 
so naughty, will they not become the 
naughtier if often taken to see Mr. Wigan 
and the  small-in-stature-but-colossal-in. 
* Give everyone his due! We will not speak derogat« y 
of the fact that Mr. Jerrold does illumine the theatre, f : 
with justice we could not do that. As an author of dramas 
we consider none superior to hin but Mr. Buekstone, an: 
we only with he was as candid, as large minded, and 7: 
generous in his instincts as an Editor as he is as a drama‘ ¢ 
author, but we cannot; and with ve-pect to his efforts 
that capacity, we will borrow a similarity of the white 10 
aod the white swan from the most excellent drama of 77’ 
Housekeeper (a play which Mr. and Mrs. Charlies Kean, | , 
their combined genius, tended to stamp as successful int v 


public minds : ‘‘it is all fair and white above, but one litule 
thinks of the black legs that are working underneath.” 
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genius Mr. F. Robson; and will they not 
be apt to entertain serious ideas of becoming 
seriously acquainted with “ Villikins and 
his Dinah,” and the ‘‘ Cup of Cold Pison ?” 
This, we say, is apt, for where tragedy is 
admired, comedy is to be admired also, in a 
legitimate sense, and we trust it may be 
always so. 

We have said that we entertain a very 
widely different opinion as to why Her 
Majesty honours Mr. Alfred Wigan with 
her patronage at the Olympic. Her 
Majesty did not see Mr. Alfred Wigan there 
for the first time, and, we imagine, the 
Editor of Lloyd’s must be aware of that. 
We may, therefore, speedily come to the 
conclusion, that Her Majesty went to the 
Olympic because she admires the acting of 
Mr. Alfred Wigan, takes great interest in 
our great national superiority, from Shak- 
speare downwards, as dramatists and actors, 
and has a desire to encourage talent where- 
ever good order and propriety are observed. 
Apropos from Norma (burlesqued) to the 
Editor of Lloyd’s. B. W. W. 


METROPOLITAN THEATRES. 


Drury Lane.—Mr. Smith, the indefatig- 
able lessee, has engaged an operatic company, 
composed principally of the foreign artistes 
who last year performed at this house in 
various Italian, German, and other operas, 
and were known as the “ polyglot” company, 
from the singular fact of the operas being 
sung in different languages by the several 
performers. 

Haymarxet.—An entirely new extrava- 
ganza for the Easter piece, at this theatre, 
will be entitled Mr. Buckstone’s Voyage 
round the Globe in Leicester-square, a sub- 
ject suggestive of infinite variety and novelty, 
in which the facetious manager will have 
full scope for the display of his comic powers. 
We perceive that Miss Featherstone returns 
to this theatre, where she is a great favourite 
with the audiences. It is, indeed, the pro- 
per ground for the developement and ripen- 
ing of the talent which she undoubtedly 
possesses. We understand the piece is 








written by Planche, and the scencery is to 
be very elaborate and beautiful. 

Princess’s.— We do not hear of any new 
piece at this theatre for Easter, Richard III, 
Corsican Brothers, &c., are to be the staple 
pieces for Easter. 








Apve.trxi.—Mr. Robert Brough is the 
author of the Easter piece at this theatre ; 
it is entitled The Overland Journey to Con- 
stantinople, as undertaken by Lord Bateman, 
Some startling effects, as usual, are said to be 
in preparation, for which this theatre is so 
renowned, 

Sapier’s Wetts.—Mr. Payne has taken 
this theatre, and on Easter-Monday the 
theatre will re-open for dramatic perform- 
ances, with a new company, under a new 
management, to whom the theatre has been 
let for a limited period. Mr. Henry Farren, 
who has returned to London, after fulfilling 
his engagments in the provinces, will make 
his first appearance on this stage at the re- 
opening of the theatre. 

MaryLesone.—On Saturday Mr. and 
Mrs. J. W. Wallack took their benefit, when 
The Hunchback was cast thus :—Master 
Walter, Mr. J. W. Wallack; Sir Thomas 
Clifford, Mr. E. H. Edgar; Modus, Mr, 
H.Vandenhoff; Julia, Mrs. Wallack; Helen, 
Miss H. Gordon. The last scene of the 
second act was most effectively rendered by 
Mr. Wallack, where Master Walter censures 
Sir Thomas for his conduct to his ward, and 
at the termination of the act he was sum- 
moned in front of the curtain to receive the 
approbation of a delighted audience; it is 
needless to critisize any portion, for he 
played the part throughout admirably, 
showing his tenderness and anxiety for his 
child’s welfare. Mrs, Wallack played Julia 
from first to last with fervour, gentleness, 
and grace, and was loudly greeted on the 
termination of the play, when Mr. Wallack 
led her on, he left her, and the curtain rose, 
Mrs. Wallack then delivered an appropriate 
address, written by J. Monier, Esq., alluding 
to the Russian despot, and their performances 
through the season; in mentioning Jon, she 
called-attention to Talfourd’s sudden death ; 
he was a frequent visitor to the theatre, they 
frequently saw his manly form in the boxes. 
Next season they propose producing some 
original pieces; thanking the audience for 
their kind support, she then withdrew, amidst 
loud applause. Mr. Wallack was again 
called, he spoke a few words, ‘The per- 
formances concluded with the laughable 
farce of My Neighbour’s Wife, Mr, and Mrs. 
Wallack playing Mr. and Mrs, Somerton 
with great spirit, showing their versatility 
of talent. 

City or Lonpon.—Mr. Charles Pitt, the 
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favourite tragic actor, is engaged, and will 
make his appearance at this theatre on Eas- 
ter- Monday, in a new drama called Withered 
Daisies. 

Grectan.—Mr. Conquest is re-decorat- 
ing this theatre at great expense; an en- 
tirely new entertainment is in rehearsal, and 
the revival of the popular Olympic revels is 
to be got up with great splendour. 

AstLey’s.—This popular hippo-dramatic 
establishment remains closed until Easter- 
Monday, when it re-opens with a grand 
equestrian and nautical spectacle, written by 
Mr. Nelson Lee, in which some extraor- 
dinary effects are to be introduced. 

CORRESPONDENCE, 
8° NOTICE.—A Chronological Record of the Drama, 
from the retirement of Mr. C. Kemble to the present time. 
Containing a list of all new plays, revivals, all first and last 
appearances, &c., in fact, a complete record of the drama, 


containing every important occurrence within that period 
will be given weekly. 


Caxvovrn.—We must decline inserting any more letters on 
the subject of the late management of Sadler’s Wells. 


X. Y. Z.—The advertisement is 1s. 6d, 


PayNe.—Previous engagements prevented us attending 
the Dalston Institution. 


I. C. is too late for insertion this week. 


M. M.—The poetry is to the point, but too vulgar for our 
columns. 


A New Sus.—The volume for 1853 may be had at Lacy’s. 
Price 4s. 6d. 








Terms for Advertisements, 
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 12th, 1854. 


STAGE RESOURCES. 
To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal. 


Sir,—I esteem the recognition of undoubted 
ability a pleasure and a profit; but I very 
much doubt if the undue estimation of 
moderate or second-rate talent is desirable. 
it appears to me that some of your corre- 
spondents are disposed to attribute higher 
powers to some of our living performers than 
the degree of merit which they do possess 
can justify ; and first of the amount of Mr. 


is a great actor! while, at the same time? 
I admit that in some parts he is a good and 
an effective one—somewhere, in fact, be- 
tween Vandenhoff and Pitt. Mr. Brooke's 
Othello, IT am well aware, is a fine per- 
formance ; and that granted, in what other 
part is he superior to Bennett, or even to 
Cowle, or Wallack, junior? He is a good 
elocutionist of the former school, (the anti- 
Macready) but he lacks discretion, variety, 
and modulation of power. The object of 
the great actor is not so startle or excite, 
not to astonish or dazzle; but to awake the 
imagination, to convince the judgment; 
Mr. Brooke is unable to do this. Again, 
we confess his biilliant declamation ; he can 
breathe in fire, and thunder tempest; but 
little more. 

The resources of the stage, then, if Brooke 
is a leader, will hardly bear comparison with 
those of 20 years since; but, on the other 
hand, we have more strength in the female 
department. For, not to mention, Mrs. 
Butler, there are Miss Glyn, Miss Faucit, 
Mrs. Wallack, Miss Cushman, and Mrs. 
Kean, all either new to the boards since 
then, or with matured powers. 

In comedy we are pretty strong. Al- 
though Farren may be gone, there are 
Wigan, Robson, Ranger, W. Lacy, C. 
Mathews, J. W. Ray, Emery, Compton, 
T. Lee; and Mrs. Keeley, Mrs. Stirling, 
Miss Marshall, Mrs. Lacy, and Mrs. Fitz- 
william. Still, sir, I very much doubt if 
the attractions held out now are at all equal 
to those of a former period. 


(the only man absolutely great in anything 
as a tragedian since Kean) there has been 
no concentration of strength. Mr. Phelps 
has a decent company, and no more; Mr. 
Creswick has barely that; Mr. Kean holds 
out no great attraction save in the way of 
scenery; and Buckstone has a corps that 
merely reaches mediocrity ; so that I hold 
the secret of our real weakness lies in the 
want of consolidation and of one bright par- 
ticular star as the cynosure of all. 
A Lover or Farr Pray, 
AMATEUR THEATRICALS. 











~ WEST LONDON DRAMATIC — 
SOCIETY. 
Tue first of a series of Shaksperian repre- 





Brooke’s deserts. I positively deny that he 


sentations was given in the shape of an 


Since the management of Mr. Macready, . 
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afternoon performance by the members of 
this society on Wednesday, 5th instant. 
The care bestowed in the getting up and 
the general casting of all the pieces 
played here, certainly, reflects the highest 
credit on Captain Egerton, under whose 
management the plays are produced. The 
performance commenced with Hamlet, Mr. 
W. L. Harding sustaining the part of the 
Danish Prince, We have twice before had 
occasion to speak of this gentleman’s imper- 
sonation of the character, and have little to 
offer by way of remark. He played 
throughout with care, and evidently under- 
stood and appreciated the author's meaning. 
At the conclusion of the third act he was 
loudly called for, and again at the termina- 
tion of the piece. The parts of Laertes, 
Horatio, and Claudius were respectively 
sustained by Captain Egerton, Buchanan 
and Fortescue, the latter gentleman imper- 
sonating Cladius with great effect, The 
Queen of Denmark found a very good re- 
presentative in Miss Neil and Miss Rosa 
Cooper made an exceedingly pretty Ophelia. 


AMATEUR PERFORMANCES, 
Othello! Othello! Othello! 


Ir would appear that an act of parliament 
had been passed that no other plays should 
be performed by amateurs but Othello and 
The Lady of Lyons. For the last two 
months these two plays have been repeated 
at the various amateur theatres and institu- 
tions, and we have had invitations day after 
day, from amateurs of both sexes, to witness 
their performances in these two plays, and, 
although we are at all times anxious to give 
our humble opinion as to their laudable ex- 
ertions, we cannot be expected to witness 
their efforts so repeatedly in the same pieces, 
If an attempt is made to go through the 
part of the noble Moor, Mr. Brooke or Mr. 
Phelps is copied; exactly so by the person 
who attempts Iago or Claude Melnotte; as 
for amateurs, generally speaking, attempting 
to form their own estimate of a character, 
seems quite out of the question; they be- 
come mere copyists, and think it quite suffi- 
cient to give a faint imitation of some 
favour‘te actor whom they go to see, without 
seeing others who differ in their acting to 
their pet. If this course is continued, we 


must decline witnessing their performances 
for ‘he future, 





ST. JAMES’S. 

Tue persons employed at her Majesty's 
Post Office, evinced their anxiety towards 
relieving the wives of the soldiers on the ex- 
peditionary army, by giving an entertain- 
ment on Monday last at the above theatre. 
The parts of Othello and Iago, by Messrs, 
Farr and Worth, displayed a very excellent 
idea of the author, and called forth the 
applause of the audience repeatedly. The 
play was not over till very late, and there- 
fore we could not stay to witness the efforts 
of the amateurs in Michael Erle. The 
ballet went off extremely well, and the 
name of Miss Featherstone in the bill, who 
had volunteered -her services, no doubt in- 
creased the attraction. The house was 
fairly filled. 


CABINET THEATRE. 


On Friday, Othello again! Mr. Dryden 
was the Othello, who went through the ar- 
duous character in a praiseworthy manner. 
Tragedy is not this gentleman's forte, but he 
excelled many others whom we have seen in 
the character; in the soliloquies, in particu- 
lar. We must, in justice, notice his dress, 
which was quite new, appropriate, and 
costly, and had a brilliant appearance. Mr. 
Daly, as Iago, was good; the only draw- 
back was the rapidity with which he uttered 
the soliloquies. Mr. Wood played Cassio 
with every attention to the situation he was 
placed in, but the drunken scene was a 
failure, as it is with most amateurs. A 
young lady, of the name of Leonard, was 
the Desdemona, and looked charmingly in- 
teresting; she played with intelligence in 
many scenes, and with practice bids fair to 
make her way in the profession ; for a first 
attempt it was very successful. We should 
much like to see her in a genteel comedy 
part the next time she plays. Miss Powell, 
as Emelia, was both powerful and vigourous, 
and we were pleased to see her gaining self- 
confidence. 

On Saturday we had broiled pigeon again, 
hashed up with different sauce, Mr. H. 
Percy being the Othello. This amateur 
played Hamlet a short time back, and we 
had to give him favourable mention—not so 
as the Moor; he has neither voice, action, 
nor ability for the character ; his delineation 
being tame and his reading monotonous, 
Mr. Wood made a step in advance, from 








Cassio to Iago; he read the part correctly 
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and gave considerable force to many of the 
soliloquies ; but we would advise him for the 
future, in delivering them, to walk about 
at intervals, and not stand in the middle of 
the stage, as if addressing the audience in 
the pit ; he will find great relief in this, he 
appears to be well schooled in the author. 
Mr. Howe, as Roderigo, was as good as the 
general run who attempt this character. 
Mr. Gove was very effective as Brabantio ; 
the other parts were all very respectably 
done. The Desdemona of Miss Powell was 
graceful, dignified, and pleasing, and her 
elocution correct. Miss Dormer evidently 
wants both practice and confidence; she 
has good features for the stage, and study 
will accomplish much. 





for a moment doubt that, if inquiry were 
made, numerous cases would be found 
similar to the ones I have mentioned ; yet, 
notwithstanding all that is thought, and all 
that has been said against the musical and 
theatrical profession, I venture to assert that 
among no class of men will you find more 
solid information, hospitality, benevolence, 
and good breeding. 

Much more might be said, sir, on this 
topic, but I feel I have already too far tres- 
passed on the columns of your valuable 
paper. That the time may come when the 
members of these two professions shall as- 
sume their proper position in society is the 
sincere wish of Your Obt. Servant, 

J. W. G, 





THE MUSICAL AND THEATRICAL 
PROFESSION. 
To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal. 


S1r,—The most casual observer of human 
life cannot fail to perceive the contemptuous 
manner with which members of these two 
professions are treated among a certain class 
of the civilized community; indeed, I have 
heard several individuals of this class declare 
that sooner than receive the visits of a 
musical or theatrical man, they would hold 
communion with that worthy purchaser of 
ladies’ and gentlemens’ left off wearing 
apparel, who, every day, at an early hour, 
perambulates the streets of the metropolis. 
An instance occurred a short time since in 
support of what I have just stated. A dinner 
was given at the residence of a lady and 
gentleman, and a friend of mine, an associate 
of the Royal Academy of Music, received a 
note of invitation. In all the glory of a 
white waistcoat, dress coat and gloves, at 
the appointed dinner hour he made his ap- 
pearance at the door. You may imagine 
his surprise and indignation on being in- 
formed—he was not intended to appear at 
the dinner table, and had better call again 
at a certain time in the evening, when the 
music and dancing would commence. Of 
course, he quickly took his departure, and 
never showed himself there again. There 
was again, a lady who refused to join an 
excursion party in consequence of Miss Glyn, 
an actress, being one of the party. Now, 
I ask you sir, if anything could be more in- 
sulting to the feelings of persons, by birth 
and education ladies and gentlemen, than 


MARRIED UNMARRIED, 
Where’s the Lord Chamberlain ? 

To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal. 
Dear Sir,—Addressing you, I rest assured 
I am writing to one who holds the dramatic 
art in high esteem. 

Have you seen the last Gallic concoction 
at the Princess’s, entitled Married Unmar- 
ried? It is humiliating enough for British 
play-wrights to be compelled to sip their 
inspirations from a foreign spring, but how 
infinitely more lamentably so, when they 
forget to filter these Parisian abominations 
of their impurities, 

Married Unmarried is not like your mere 
puerile productions, insipid ; neither good, 
bad, nor indifferent; but it is positively 
evil in its tendency (throwing aside all con- 
siderations as to its cspability of affording 
dramatic effects and ample scope for the 
talents of those engaged in its representa- 
tion)—evil, because it would undermine the 
very basis of English morality : tampering 
as it does with a wife’s solemn alliance to 
her husband ; allowing this same wife to 
entertain a lover, or in plain speech, a 
paramour; and in the end, even to publicly 
acknowledge him as her “lord and master.” 
True, her husband is ultimately convicted 
of bigamy ; but before this martyr of a wife 
is aware of this fact—before this welcome 
information reaches her she fosters and en- 
courages an illicit affection for another, 

I am no puritan, my dear sir, nor carping 
methodist; but I am a man. My heart 
swells within me, and I cannot help ex- 
claiming “ how long shall these things be ?” 





treatment such as this; and yet I do not 


The stage is not a childs’ plaything, a gay 
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toy bespangled; but it is a vehicle of the 
greatest good or the greatest ill, Let mana- 
gers then, who abuse their stewardship, 
Jook to it they do not leap into an abyss in 
whoee appalling blackness they may be irre- 
trievably engulphed, Faithfully yours, 
Ceci, PEMBROKE. 





VILLIKINS AND HIS DINAH. 


“Pop goes the weasel” has bowed its sage 
superiority to its next of kin—‘“ Villikins 
and his Dinah,” and Mr. F. Robson was 
the first, by his inimitable powers of vo- 
calization in portraying the loves of the 
‘stern parient” and his daughter—Dinah, 
to establish its popularity; therefore, we 
look upon him as a capital undertaker, some- 
what removed from the ordinary community 
of undertakers (ycleped “‘death hunters” in 
general, for the very art of killing ‘‘ Pop 
goes the weasel,” digging its grave, per- 
forming its burial obsequies, and singing a 
requiem to its rest. Even the street bards 
bear with him, and count time oftener, or as 
often to “ Villikins and his Dinah” as they 
do to “ Pop goes the weasel.” 

Dinah’s history has some attraction about 
it, and so has her name: one might have 
imagined (the name being so associated 
with thick lips and the Jim a-long-a Josey 
school) she was of the coloured race, a real, 
portly nigger gal; but the song speedily 
apprizes you that she is not of the Hotten- 
tot Venus school kind, with a corpus as big 
and as round as a tub, but a most fair white 
girl with slender waist, &c., and a “ very 
large fortune in silver and gold!” 

The “cup of cold pisen” has some quaint- 
ness about it certainly, but there is very 
little genius in the song of a piece: there- 
fore may it be fairly concluded that Mr. F. 
Robson is the man who has brought us into 
such familiar acquaintanceship with the 
affectionate and devoted specimen of hu- 
manity—Dinah. It is his powers of delinea- 
tion in delivering the song that has made it 
flourish so fruitfully at our theatres, that 
even the Haymarket descended to the scale 
of Willikinds and hys Dinah, though the 
story there is made up of a more ancient 
date, with some authentic lore concerning a 
pathetic ballad. 

We cannot say we admire the piece of 


nonsense, with here and there a little some- 
thing to tickle the fancy and please for the 
moment, The song itself will afford after- 
thought for the genius of him who sings it ; 
but in a dramatised form it is a very so-so 
pageant that comes and goes on the Jack 
o’Lantern principle, or a Will o’the Wisp 
out on a bog or marshy way. 

Mr. H. Widdicomb, at the Surry, sung 
the song in style when we heard him a few 
nights since, and gave great variety and 
humour to the choruses ; but we would, and 
perhaps, the greater part of the audience 
likewise, had been as well contented had he 
sung the song only instead of his portraving 
his born to be unhappy self as an apothe- 
cary’s apprentice with an unnecessary quan- 
tity of patched cloth about his nether 
garments. B. W. W. 


To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal, 


Sir,—A correspondent in your last number 
asks if “‘G. V. Brooke has not more thun- 
der than lightening about him?” surely his 
flashes of genius have some resemblance to 
the latter, for they come suddenly, and go 
almost ere you have time to appreciate and 
admire them. Genius he most assuredly 
has, but it appears to be of the transient 
order, and leaves us in doubt as to whether 
it is mechanical, or really produced by study. 
Your obedient servant, 
D, C. 


To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal, 


Dear Sir,—* Z” says your corresspondent 
“C. S.” seems to want a subject to write. 
about. If this was intended as a sneer 
“*Z.” does not know the 4 of the alphabet. 
of etiquette. 

“ Z.” is a great admirer of Mr. Phelps, 
and will be pleased if I can prove that he 
has genius added to his great abilities, 
“Z.” has set me a task which it is quite 
impossible to perform. The manifestation 
of genius is the result of the operation of 
great abilities in any given direction, Mr. 
Phelps has stretched his great abilities to 








ness in the profession he hasadopted. The 
manifestation of genius has been the conse- 
quence. 

Will “Z.” try to shew that genius is 
extrinsic—that it is something added—to 





entertainment in a dramatised form : it gives 
no scope for anything good above a pack of 


great abilities? Ifso I will endeavour to 
shew that he is in error. Cc. S. 





their utmost tension in order to attain great- . 
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. PROVINCIALS. 


SuHErrieLp.—THsatRE Royat.—On Monday 
night, the 3rd inst., Slavery and Don Cesar de 
Bazan were played for Mr. Moorehouse’s benefit. 
Miss Josephine Manvers took her benefit on 
Friday, she appeared as Nelly O’Neil, in Green 
Bushes, and King Pretty, in the Christmas bur- 
lesque of the Fountain of Beauty, revived for the 
occasion. There was a good house. This was 
the last night of performing before Easter. 





Birurnenam.—On Easter-Monday the theatre 
will re-open, and an original historical drama, in 
three acts, written expressly for this establish- 
ment, will be produced, with new scenery, &c. 
The Aztec Children made their first appearance 
at the Colosseum, Bingley-hall, on Monday last, 
and their exhibition will continue for ten days 
only. Many thousands have already visited 
these singular creatures. This favourite place of 
resort will open on Easter- Monday with an en- 
tirely new London company, and the perform- 
ance cannot but prove attractive, under the 
careful and judicious management of the spirited 
lessee. 

Norrincuam. —The Mayor patronised Miss 
Poole’s Drawing-room Readings on Tuesday 
last. The attendance was of a first-rate charac- 
ter. 


Lesps.—Mr. Thorne, lessee of the Prince’s 
Theatre, has achieved a decided success in his 
judicious and energetic catering for the amuse- 
ment of his patrons. 


Bristot.—Mr. G. Melville has appeared in a 
series of Shakespearian characters during the 
past week. The soldiers’ wives’and children had 
a benefit on Thursday, which was well attended. 


Mancnester.—The American equestrian com-. 
any are still exceedingly attractive. Sir H. de 
frafford, Bart., patronised a benefit for Young 

Hernandez on Friday. 


Wurrexavi.-—Miss Rainforth has been lec- 
turing at the theatre here on ‘“‘The Adventures 
of Prince Charles Edward. 


OUR LITTLE CHATTER BOX 

GENERAL THEATRICAL Funp.—The annual din- 
ner took place on Monday last. Mr. M. Miles 
presided on the occasion, when about 150 gentle- 
men sat down to a sumptuous dinner. Mr. 
Buckstone explained the state of the funds; and 
nearly £500 was subscribed. 


Tue PromMENADE Concerts AT Drury LANE.— 
On Monday this house was crowded by a most 
respectable audience; the interior of the theatre 
is splendidly decorated—the band numerous— 
and the singing first-rate. 


Miss Cusnan is gone to Liverpool to fulfil a 
short engagement, after which she returns to the 


Surrey Theatre, for twelve nights. 


Miss Rosrva Harris’s second grand annual 
concert is announced to take place at the Assem-' 
bly Rooms, Kennington, on Easter-Monday. 
The names of Miss Rebecca Isaacs, Miss Messent 














Miss Dolby, Mr. G. Perren, Mr. F. Bodda, and 
other vocalists of note, with some eminent instrus 
mentalists, are engaged for the occasion, 


Miss E. Jacons’s Concert—The annual evening 
concert of Miss E. Jacobs will be given at the 
Sussex Hall, Leadenhall-street,on next Saturday. 
Several artistes of repute will assist. 


Mr. Gsorcr Bucktanp gives his new enter- 
tainment called Musical Varieties, at nem 4 Hall, 
Bishopsgate-streot, on Monday, the 17th of April. 


Cremorne.—The delightful weather with 
which we have been favoured for the last three 
weeks has attracted numbers of promenaders 
daily to Cremorne Gardens, which are now open 
to visitors until dusk, Enormous preparations 
are being made by Mr. Simpson in every part of 
the grounds, the theatre, saloons, and other por- 
tions of this extensive establishment, which will 
be opened to the public with extraordinary eclat 
on Easter-Monday. : 

Vauxuatt.—For the information of the thou- 
sands who look forward to the opening of Vaux- 
hall Gardens as one of the important events of 
the summer season, we are enabled to state that 
preparations are being actively made for opening 
them on the same day as that on which it is ins 
tended the Crystal Palace, at Sydenham, shall be 
inaugurated—namely, the 24th of May, the birth« 
day of her Majesty. Mr. Robert Wardell will, 
as hitherto, be the manager and director of the 
festivities and revels, which have, for upwards of 


a —— given to Vauxhall a celebrity in the 
annals of al fresco entertainments of the London- 
ers. 


PRESENTATION oF Pirate To Mx. E. T. Smiru. 
—The kind feelings entertained towards thelessee 
of the national theatre by the committee of the 
proprietors, as well as by the artistes ong in 
the theatre, were manifested in a tangible form 
on Saturday, the 25th ultimo, on the termination 
of the dramatic season, by the Earl of Glengall, 
(the chairman of the committee) and the entire 
company assembling in the green room for the 
purpose of yomentng Sr, Smith with asplendid 
silver tea service, e noble chairman, in pre« 
senting the testimonial to Mr, Smith, descri 
the extraordinary success that had attended his 
unwearied exertions since he had undertaken 
the direction of the establishment, and compli- 
mented him upon the obliging and liberal con- 
duct upon all occasions, which had won for him 
the good opinion of the gentlemen forming the 
committee. His lordship concluded by wishing 
Mr. Smith continued prosperity in his lesseeship 
of the theatre. Mr. Smith replied in an appro- 
priate but brief speech, in which he expressed his 
determination to persevere in a course of man- 
agement which had apparently given so much, 
satisfaction to his patrons and the public. 


A Hint as Goop as Gotp.—On dit that La- 
blache, the famous singer, who is as at a 
favourite with crowned heads as with the sub- 
jects of Europe, received a hint touching the 

rohibition of the exportation of gold from 
Russia, and got away from St. Petersburgh 
the very day before the ukase a ed to that 











effect. To have held merely jan notes in 
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exchange for his vocal ones would have been a 
bad spec. for the great artiste, 


_ Royat Visits to tHe Turatres.—Her Ma- 
jesty still continues to honour the English thea- 
tres frequently by her presence. On Tuesday 
evening, accompanied by Prince Albert, the 
Queen visited the Olympic Theatre, the perform- 
ance being altered for that night to the drama of 
Plot and Passion, which her Majesty had expres- 
sed a desire to see, concluding with the old farce 
of The Lottery Ticket, 





THE GODS OF OLYMPUS AT THE 
THEATRE. 
Aw OrnicivaL Porm.—Parr II., Continued. 
Br AZARIEL. 


They gazed till the acting was ended, and then 

Great Neptune and Jove, like two sensible men, 

Convers’d in a whisper on what they had seen, 

And Jupiter said ‘Have such things ever 
been?” 

Ah! yes, I remember a long time ago, 

"Bout the time when the Grecians petitioned 
US 80, 

With prayers never-ceasing to burn and destroy, 

The beautiful, fairy-like, city of Troy; 

And we then in the slenlinde of our power, 

By means of these madmen, razed Temple and 
Tower, 

And the place where a city in glory once smil’d 

Became uncultur’d as a wilderness wild; 

And one of these madmen, old Atreus’s son, 

(Who all through the quarrel such glory had 
won 

On reaching his kingdom, was slain by his wife— 

Such use did Clytemnestra make of the knife, 

Preferring Egysthus of beautiful form, 

To her Lord Agamemnon of battle and storm! 

But short the enjoyment of murder’s dark meed, 

The son* of Altrides, revenged the foul deed, 

Another new play was placed on the boards 

And claimed the attention at once of the gods; 

In it a father laments with many a tear, 

The death of his child who is borne on a bier. 

Which occasion thus gave to Minerva to tell, 

By an anecdote’s aid, what a beautiful spell 

Can be thrown o’er the senses of people who view 

‘The various scenes that the actors go through— 

“I roam’d through my city,” said Athens’s 
bright Queen, 

** And entered the theatre silent, unseen, 

The looks of the people induced me to turn 

To the stage, and a man bending over an urn 

Was ee to be mourning the loss of his 
child: 

His quivering oo far heaving sigh, 

Showed well as he fixed on the deep blue sky, 

His starting eyes till the load of grief 

In tears undissembled, brought welcome relief, 

me” the shuddering forms of the people con- 


How they sympathised thus with a fathert dis- 


’ 
But among the whole audience ne’er a one 
knew 
His grief how sincere, and how painfully true, 
For lo! in that urn were the ashes in truth, 
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ADVE ISEMENTS. 

RAMATIC & ELOCUTIONARY INSTRUCTION. 

Mrs. W. WEST, (late of the Theatres Royal Drury 

Lane and Covent Garden), begs to inform her patrons and 

friends that she continues to give lessons in Elocution 

and to receive Pupils for the STAGE, at her residence, 
277. Strand, on reasonable terms. 


OHO THEATRE.—WANTED, fof a respectable Per- 

formance at the above, Two respectable Ladies equal 

to the parts of Mrs. Haller and the Countess, in The 

Stranger. Each would be expected to take a limited 

amount of tickets, upon which an allowance will be made. 
Apply to Mr. A. C. C., 52, Acton Street, Gray’s Inn Road. 


cra DE VENISE, 218, HIGH HOLBORN. This 

magnificently re-decorated Suite of Rooms is OPEN 
EVERY EVENING, and comprises the largest and best 
Bali Room in London, Splendid Subscription Room most 
elegantly furnished. Extensive Galleries, with Cigar Divan, 
and Balconies attached. Superbly decorated Wine, Coffee, 
and Refreshment Rooms, fitted up inasuperiorstyle. 153 
mmense and costly Mirrors reflect the decorations at all 

oints—while the whole, illuminated by 14 New Crystal 

ustre Chandeliers, and numerous Lamps, presents a coup 
@’wil of unparelleled splendour, luxury, elegance, and 
refinement Mr. W.M. Packer’s inimitable band will per- 
form nightly selections from “ La Sonnambula,” “ Lucie da 
Lammermoor,” “ Les Huguenots,” * Puritani,” &c. And 
a programme of Danse Music, consisting of the most novel 
and choicest compositions of the day, including The 
“Sultana’s,” ‘‘ Malta,” and “ Vive Paris” Quadrilles. ‘‘ Le 
Carillonneur de Bruges,” ‘‘Violante,” and ‘‘ Stella” Waltzes. 
‘Our British Queen,” ‘Floral Fete,” and ‘ Rochester” 
Poikas. The ‘‘Artillery” and ‘‘ Close of the Ball” Galops, 
&c. Doots open at Eight o’clock and close at Twelve. 
Admission 1s. 

. B. The § Season on Monday next, 
April 17th (Easter Monday), when the doors will open at 
half-past eight o’clock—the band commence playing at nine 
and continue, without quitting the orchestr», until twelve 
o’clock, the usual interval between the first and second 
parts of the programme being discontinued. 














HE MOST INTERESTING GROUP EVER MODEL- 
LED.—Their Royal Highnesses the Prince of Wales, 
Prince Alfred, the Princess Royal, the Princess Alice, 
Princess Helena, Princess Louisa, and Prince Arthur, 
which has been honoured with the highest encomiums.— 
Madame TUSSAUD and SONS—Exhibition, Bazaar, Baker 
Street, Portman Square. Admission 1s.: Napoleon 
Rooms, 6d. Open, Summer Season, from 11 till 10. Win- 
ter—11 to dusk; Evening, 7 till 10 at Night. 


HEATRICAL AND MUSICAL AGENCY.— Mr. 
THOMAS PAYNE begs most respectfully to tender 
his services to those Ladies and Gentlemen who, possessing 
the requisite abilities, wish to enter the profession. Ward- 
robes, Properties, Xc,. &c., supplied. Instruction given in 
Music, Singing, Dancing, Elocution, &c., &c. All letters 
requiring an answer to contain a Stamp, and be addressed 
to Mr. Tuomas Payne, 25, Bow Street, Covent Garden. 


R. HOSKINS continues to give LESSONS in the Art 

of PUBLIC SPEAKING, and also in preparing 

Ladies and Gentlemen for the Dramatic Profession. Ap- 

plications to be made at his residence, 24, Myddleton- square. 
References to Pupils. ‘Terms Moderate. 
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Of his son, who had died in the pride of his youth. 
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